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singular determination to gain what he had set out to achieve.
There was no going back in the military manual of Akbar.
Speeding westward via Panipat, Thanesar, Shahbad (where Shah
Mansur was hanged) Ambala, Sirhind, Payal (where the news
came of Hakim's withdrawal) Kalanaur and Rohtas, Akbar pitch-
ed his camp on the bank of the river Indus; here he remained for
fifty days discussing with himself and his officers the blue-print
of the final stage of the campaign. The weather, the terrain and
the unpredictability of tribal reaction were the factors that led a
majority of commanders to doubt the wisdom of scaling the Hindu-
kush. Akbar listened to their arguments with the patience of one
who knew what he was going to do; he hid his plans behind a veil
of open mindedness, and deputed his closest confidant, Abul Fazl,
to reason the objectors out of their pusillanimity. The dissenters,
however, persisted in their objections. Akbar then decided to as-
sert himself. He called a council of his advisers, gave them a sear-
ing lecture on the ethics of warfare, and ended thus:
My decision is final and irrevocable. Alone, or with you all, I
shall cross the river at dawn tomorrow. Such of you as have
cold feet may return to the comfort of the plains. I have not
come all the way from Fatehpur for a holiday on the bank of
Indus. Mirza Hakim's hopes and calculations are based on the
ignorance of the resolve that surges within me. He has to be
brought to his knees whatever the cost. I have nothing more to
say. Everyone of you is expected to be at his post when the
drums are sounded in the morning.
The finality of the decision was evident. The waveres were taken
unawares, and they saw the futility of further reasoning to win
their point. Akbar, however, agreed to a proposal submitted by
Abul Fazl at the instance of Father Monserrate that a last attempt
might be made to induce Hakim to shed obduracy and present
himself before the Emperor for reconciliation. To that end, an
envoy was sent to Kabul with the following communication:
Let that brother, who holds the position of a son, receive know-
ledge and gather eternal bliss. Princes of illustrious houses,
and the great men of every land receive radiance from our be-
nevolence. Wky shall he who is so connected with us sit in the